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SHOULD LIBRARY PARKING BE FREE OR METERED?
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A B0-day trial of free parking a1 the Bethesds library has st ended, The public and Montgomery County officials will nos
discuss how parking should be handfed in the fubure, - 1oy Mestcalt/Esamisst

County officials to decide fate
of parking at Bethesda library

By Dena Levitz
Examiner Stafl Writer

The price — or lack thereof — of
parking ut Bethesda's public library
is being debated

Far years, free parking was the
order of the day at the Arlington
Road facility. Then, in 1953, meters
were added Lo deter commuters
who were not going to the library
from parking in library-designat-
ed spaces.

Montgomery County Public In-
formation Officer Bonanie Ayers
sad that period was followed by
B0-day trial period of free parking
that just ended,

It's time niow for the public and
officials with the countys public

works and library departments to
sound off on how parking should be
handled from now an.

Ayers said county officials want
to gnuge whether citizens are willing
Lo pay Uhe meters and whether non-
lirury visitors have ngain abused
the system,

*Then they'll take the input and
make a dectzion about whether to
reinstate paid parking” she spid

Ayers sabkd Montgomery County's
Council members enrlier this year
voted to put all county lbrarkes on
it gystem of complimentary parking
Bethesda’s facility was treated as a
separnte entity because ol its unigue
situation with commuters

*They were taking away spols for
people actually going to the ibrary”
she =d. “So by and large, everyone
said they ware willing 4 pay to have

n place to park."

In addition to Bethesda, library
lendors aleo are working to come
up with a plan for bow parking will
wark once the new, state-of-the-
art Rockville library opens next
month.

Ayers sald that since It's in the
middle of an urhan Fencwal arma,
there won't be a designated lot for
just libeary patrons. Instend theyTl
park (n a lot for Rockville's overall
downtown section. Library-goers
will elther not pay, have a pass val-
iated or do something completely
different, depending on what's de-
cided.

The meeting about Bethesda
is scheduled for 7:30 to B30 p.m.
Mow 2 in the meeting room of the
library.
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